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Bible Chapter Summary
1 Samuel

1 Samuel 1 – 

Elkanah & 2 wives visit Shiloh yearly; Hannah has no children, prays to God, gives birth to Samuel, 

gives him to God in Shiloh
1 Samuel 2 – 

Hannah praises God, brings yearly clothes to Samuel; Samuel grows & serves God; Eli’s sons sin 

against God; God warns Eli
1 Samuel 3 – 

Samuel ministers in temple of God, hears God’s voice; God reveals to Samuel the future of Eli; 

Samuel grows, gains respect
1 Samuel 4 – 

Israel fights with Philistines; Israel loses; ark of covenant captured by Philistines; Eli, sons & 

daughter-in-law die
1 Samuel 5 – 

Philistines take ark of God to false god Dagon; Dagon falls down before ark; people of Ashdod, 

Gath & Ekron become sick or die
1 Samuel 6 – 

Philistines return ark of God to Israel with a trespass offering of 5 gold mice & tumors; people of 

Beth Shemesh receive ark
1 Samuel 7 – 

Ark brought to Kirjathjearim; Samuel speaks to Israel; Israel repents; Philistines attack Israel; Israel 

defeats Philistines
1 Samuel 8 – 

Elders of Israel request from Samuel to have a king; God displeased; Samuel warns Israel; elders 

insist on having a king
1 Samuel 9 – 

Saul goes looking for father’s sheep, visits Samuel; God tells Samuel that Saul will be king; Samuel 

tells Saul he will be king
1 Samuel 10 – 

Samuel anoints Saul as king; Saul prophesies; Samuel calls Israel together; Saul hides from Samuel; 

Samuel proclaims Saul king
1 Samuel 11 – 

Ammonites try to take over Jabeshgilead of Israel; Saul calls Israel to fight against Ammonites; 

Israel wins; Saul made king
1 Samuel 12 – 

Samuel speaks to Israel about Israel’s history, desire for a king & serving God; God sends thunder & 

rain; Israel repents
1 Samuel 13 – 

Saul reigns over Israel; Philistines make war with Israel; Saul disobeys God; Israel prepares for 

battle against Philistines
1 Samuel 14 – 

Jonathan & 600 men fight against Philistines; Saul & Israel join Jonathan; Israel wins; Israelites eat 

with blood; Saul rules
1 Samuel 15 – 

Saul leads Israel in destroying Amalekites; Israel saves some animals; Saul disobeys, repents, not 

recognized as king anymore
1 Samuel 16 – 

God leads Samuel to Bethlehem to choose & anoint David as next king of Israel; Saul has evil spirit; 

David plays music for Saul
1 Samuel 17 – 

Philistines gather against Israel; Philistine giant Goliath challenges Israel; David defeats Goliath 

with a sling & stones
1 Samuel 18 – 

Jonathan & David are friends; David leads army of Israel; Saul tries to kill David; David behaves 

wisely, marries Michal
1 Samuel 19 – 

Saul tries to kill David many times; Jonathan & Michal protect David; David flees to Ramah; Saul & 

servants prophesy
1 Samuel 20 – 

David avoids feast with Saul; Saul angry with Jonathan & David; Jonathan & David make covenant; 

David flees from Saul
1 Samuel 21 – 

David comes to priest Ahimelech in Nob, asks for holy bread & sword, flees to king Achish of Gath, 

pretends to be mad
1 Samuel 22 – 

David escapes to cave Adullam & then Hareth forest; Saul asks Benjamites of David; Saul orders 85 

priests to be killed
1 Samuel 23 – 

David fights with Philistines; Saul continues to hunt David; David hides; Jonathan encourages 

David; David remains safe
1 Samuel 24 – 

Saul hunts David in Engidi; David cuts off part of Saul clothing, spares his life; Saul repents & 

accepts David; Saul returns
1 Samuel 25 – 

Samuel dies; David requests things from Nabal; Nabal declines; David annoyed; Nabal dies; David 

marries Abigail & Ahinoam
1 Samuel 26 – 

Saul looks for David in Ziph; David & Abishai the Hittite take Saul’s sword while he slept; Saul 

repents & accepts David
1 Samuel 27 – 

David, wives & 600 men flee to & lives in Gath of Philistines; David invades the Geshurites, 

Gezrites and Amalekites
1 Samuel 28 – 

Philistines plan to fight Israel; Saul visits fortune teller, talks with Samuel’s “spirit” which says 

Israel will be defeated

1 Samuel 29 – 

Philistines gather against Israel; David gathers with Achish; Philistines send David & his men away 

from battle

1 Samuel 30 – 

David & men come to Ziklag; Amalekites take Ziklag captive; David & men pursue after 

Amalekites, recover people & possessions
1 Samuel 31 – 

Philistines fight against Israel, kill Saul’s sons; King Saul commits suicide; Israel flees from 

Philistines; Saul buried
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