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Bible Chapter Summary – Ezra

Bible Chapter Summary
Ezra

Ezra 1 – 

Emperor Cyrus of Persia commands & helps Judah to return to & rebuild Jerusalem & temple, gives 

back temple items
Ezra 2 – 

Israel returns from exile in Babylon to Jerusalem & Judah; lists of returnees; freewill offerings made 

to help rebuild temple
Ezra 3 – 

Jerusalem Temple altar rebuilt; sacrifices & festivals begin again; temple rebuilding begins, 

everyone sings & praises the LORD
Ezra 4 – 

Enemies of Judah oppose rebuilding the temple, write to Emperor who orders rebuilding to stop; 

temple rebuilding ceases
Ezra 5 – 

Prophets & leaders of Jews begin rebuilding the temple again; Persian officials write to Persian 

Emperor Darius in opposition
Ezra 6 – 

Emperor Darius searches royal records & orders rebuilding of temple to continue; temple completed, 

dedicated; Passover kept
Ezra 7 – 

Ezra gains Artaxerxes' favour, returns from Babylon to Jerusalem; Artaxerxes commands Ezra to 

teach & Jews to return to Israel
Ezra 8 – 

Ezra, priests, Levites & leaders plan & return from Babylon to Jerusalem with gifts for temple; 

people & gifts recorded
Ezra 9 – 

Some Jews marry non-Jews; Ezra grieves, prays to God in front of people, confesses sins, humbles 

himself, intercedes for Jews
Ezra 10 – 

Meeting about Jews marrying foreign women; Jews confess sin, investigate mixed marriages; 

foreign women & children sent away
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